XIX
IN PRIMITIVE NEW GUINEA*
THIS is an account of the Ipi and Namau, two groups of tribes
living side by side on the southern coast of British New Guinea,
or Papua, as it is. now officially called. The district occupied
by the tribes is a stretch of coastland on the Gulf of Papua from
the delta of the Purari River on the west to Cape Possession
on the east. The author, Mr. J. H. Holmes, is a missionary
in the service of the London Missionary Society, who lived
among these tribes for twenty-five years and is intimately
acquainted with the people and their language. As a corre-
spondent of the Royal Anthropological Institute he had
published some interesting information concerning some of
the customs and beliefs of the tribes in the Journal of that
society. In the present work he gives a general account of
the people based on the knowledge acquired during his long
residence among them. His work is all the more welcome
because, apart from the writings of his predecessor, the Rev.
James Chalmers, published many years ago, very little accurate
information concerning these particular tribes had been ac-
cessible to students.
Both groups of tribes described by him, the Ipi and the
Namau, belong to the Papuan stock and speak Papuan
languages, being thus distinguished from the people of the
Melanesian stock, speaking Melanesian languages, who occupy
the south-eastern part of New Guinea and have been described
by Dr. C. G. Seligman in his standard work, The Melanesians
of British New Guinea. Yet, in spite of their affinity and local
proximity, the two sets of people are very different from each
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